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HabitAtlas

Don Haszczyn, area vice president of 

Habitat Europe and Central Asia, said 

Habitat will focus on mobilizing more vol-

unteers, funds and other resources from 

France for international eff orts, while 

continuing to help Habitat et Humanisme 

off er adequate shelter in-country.

UNITED STATES

Some 250 volunteers from across the Unit-

ed States gathered in Dallas in November 

to build nine houses with Habitat partner 

families as part of the Whirlpool Building 

Blocks program.

Th is year’s build took place in the 

West Dallas community of Greenleaf 

Village II, a 71-unit mixed-income com-

munity that eventually will be home to 

13 Habitat families. On average, the me-

dian household income in West Dallas 

is US$25,790, and an estimated one of 

three families in the community lives 

below the federal poverty level.

Dallas is the third city to be chosen for 

the program, which kicked off  in Nashville 

in 2006 and moved to Phoenix in 2007. 

Th e program was created to raise aware-

ness of unaff ordable housing in the United 

States and to support Habitat’s mission to 

eliminate substandard housing

HONDURAS AND PERU

In October, the Multilateral Investment 

Fund, a branch of the Inter-American 

Development Bank, approved funding 

for the Habitat initiative “Strengthening 

housing microfi nance systems in Hondu-

ras and Peru.”

Th e project aims to improve access to 

housing microfi nance and construction 

services for low-income families in Hon-

duras and Peru, benefi ting a total of 7,100 

families: 2,100 during the pilot stage and 

5,000 additional families thereaft er.

Th is is an innovative project intended 

to develop competitive markets for hous-

ing microfi nance and to create sustainable 

opportunities for low-income families. It 

will be the fi rst project fi nanced by MIF 

that addresses this particular subsector. 

Th e total cost of the project is US$1.2 mil-

lion, with roughly 70 percent of the fund-

ing provided by MIF and 30 percent by 

Habitat LA/C.

Over the past three years, Habitat’s Latin 

American and the Caribbean area offi  ce has 

explored ways to develop sustainable lend-

ing models that serve the lowest income 

sectors of the region. Housing microfi nance 

off ers low-income families aff ordable loans 

for each step in the progressive housing 

process: acquisition of a lot, building, ex-

panding and improving the home. 
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Support Habitat by going 

green. Contribute toward the 

elimination of poverty housing 

around the world by choosing 

selections craft ed from recycled 

and sustainable materials.

A portion of the proceeds from 
store sales benefi t Habitat for 
Humanity International.

Four laser-engraved coasters in matching holder, 
all made from bamboo — one of the world’s most 
sustainable resources

Owl black urban sling bag, made from 
100-percent recycled, post-consumer 
material

Functional and eco-friendly pen 
holder made of two shades of 
bamboo

Pocket- or purse-size jotter with soft grainy 
cover made from 100-percent recycled 
cardboard and note paper created out of 
70-percent post-consumer material; budget-
friendly black Owl journal made from 
51-percent post-consumer recycled material

*  Note-paper mouse pad with 24 

recyclable tear-away sheets 

and cardboard base
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 Two Houses,
 Infi nite Inspiration

 I
n November, Habitat for Humanity celebrated a major 

milestone, raising walls on the homebuilding organiza-

tion’s 300,000th and 300,001st houses since it was founded 

in 1976. Th e 300,000th house — located in Naples, Fla. — 

will be the home of Medelsonne and Rose Garraux, whose 

family of fi ve has been living in a two-bedroom apartment 

that costs about 40 percent of the family’s income. Th eir 

housing costs will be reduced by nearly a third when they 

move into their new Habitat home.

A day aft er Habitat for Humanity of Collier County 

began the Garraux family’s house, volunteers in Zacapa, 

Guatemala, broke ground on the 300,001st house, signaling 

Habitat’s ongoing commitment to creating simple, decent 

housing around the world. Everson Galdamez and his wife 

Wendy Liliana Pérez will be the owners of the Guatemala 

home. Th e family’s current bamboo-frame house will come 

down so that Habitat staff , donors, volunteers and home-

owners can build a sturdy and attractive cinderblock home 

in its place. 

To read more about this Habitat milestone,

visit www.habitat.org/hw.

Gateway to Change
Habitat’s second Youth Leadership 

Conference shared skills, support in St. Louis

By Shelly Whittet

 I
n early November, the second annual Youth Leadership Conference 

brought together nearly 350 young people, advisers, affi liate repre-

sentatives and Habitat for Humanity International staff in St. Louis.

Young people involved in the Campus Chapters, Collegiate Chal-

lenge and Youth United programs — and those who support them 

— gathered to develop skills and fi nd new ways to support Habitat. 

HFHI staff and youth group representatives presented more than 

three dozen workshops on fund-raising, membership engagement 

and retention, advocacy, service-learning, and more.

Representatives from State Farm, the underwriter of Habitat’s 

youth programs, attended the conference to lead workshops on 

topics including development of corporate partnerships and fi nan-

cial literacy and also presented awards during a banquet recogniz-

ing outstanding campus chapters, Youth United groups, chapter 

liaisons, State Farm Matching Grants winners and Collegiate 

Challenge MVPs. Twelve-year-old A.J. Holland, a Habitat Durham 

Youth United member whose family became Habitat homeowners 

in 2006, and 10-year-old Kaitlin Thorpe, a Youth United member 

who helped raise funds for the Hollands’ home, inspired the audi-

ence with their enthusiasm and commitment to Habitat. “If we can 

do it, you can do it,” said the young pair.

“The past three days have been an amazing experience for 

me,” said Habitat Greater Los Angeles’ Youth United chairperson 

Kate Sim. “It was an opportunity for me to see that three hundred 

other people cared about the things I was passionate about.” 

Shelly Whittet is Habitat for Humanity International’s 

volunteer mobilization communications specialist.
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Passing of the Torch in Pretoria
New area vice president named for Habitat’s Africa/Middle East offi ce

By Teresa K. Weaver

 G
reg Foster, new area vice president for 

Habitat for Humanity’s Africa and the Mid-

dle East offi  ce, brings to the job more than 

20 years of experience in international develop-

ment and a tireless passion for serving the poorest 

of the poor.

A native of New Zealand, Foster began his 

career as a program coordinator for at-risk youth 

in Christchurch. For the next 15 years, he worked 

with the Mennonite Central Committee and other 

relief organizations, managing development work 

in Bangladesh, Iraq, Jordan and Tanzania. Among 

many honors, he received the 1990 New Zealand 

Commemorative Medal, awarded by Queen 

Elizabeth for his services to young people.

For the past year and a half, Foster has been re-

gional director of Habitat’s East Africa and Mid-

dle East region, which exceeded all targets for the 

number of families served in 2008.

In his new role, Foster will oversee operations 

in the Africa/Middle East offi  ce, based in Preto-

ria, South Africa, and provide support to all the 

national organizations.

“I just see so much potential to grow the pro-

gram,” Foster says. “I see a very positive future. 

We have good housing programs in Africa and 

the Middle East. Now we have to be sure we chal-

lenge ourselves, internally and externally, to be-

come a more cutting-edge housing provider.”

Foster replaces former area vice president 

Matthew Maury, who has taken on a new chal-

lenge as CEO of TEAR Australia, a Christian or-

ganization that works to empower poor people in 

their communities. Maury had been with Habitat 

since 1991, beginning as a fi eld project manager 

in Kafue, Zambia.

“In the region that birthed Habitat for 

Humanity,” Maury said, “it is exciting to see how 

we have been able to continue to fi nd new and in-

novative ways to reach out to some of the poorest 

communities in the world and off er them tangible 

expressions of hope.

“While I am leaving full-time employment, I 

look forward to continuing to fi nd ways to get in-

volved volunteering with HFHI’s global mission,” 

he added. 

Teresa K. Weaver is a senior writer/editor with 

Habitat for Humanity International.

“I see a very positive future. We 

have good housing programs 

in Africa and the Middle East. 

Now we have to be sure we 

challenge ourselves, internally 

and externally, to become a more 

cutting-edge housing provider.”

          —Greg Foster



 I
n the village of Mahitsy, Habitat for Humanity 

Madagascar has built 140 homes with fami-

lies in need. Razanajaona Olga Harinosy 

lives with her husband and their three children 

in an immaculate, two-room house overlook-

ing the village’s main dirt thoroughfare. While 

her husband works in the village as a mason 

and their daughters attend school, she tends to 

their 3-year-old son, Rahajarivola Tsiferaniaina 

Fleurison. “Th is is very diff erent from where we 

were before,” says Harinosy, recalling the inse-

curity of a run-down rented house. “We feel 

very independent now. We have hope.”

Habitat Madagascar has been working in 

partnership with local community-based or-

ganizations since 1999 and has built more than 

1,000 homes in this island nation off  the eastern 

coast of Africa. Habitat’s program is growing 

exponentially here, doubling house production 

each year. Th e need, though, remains stagger-

ing. More than 70 percent of Malagasies live 

below the poverty level, and nearly half survive 

on the equivalent of US$1 a day. In addition to 

stepping up building, Habitat Madagascar has 

begun helping to create a water and sanitation 

infrastructure that will help lift  entire com-

munities out of desperate conditions in one of 

the most naturally beautiful places on Earth. 

P h o t o  b y  S t e f f a n  H a c k e r

Finding Hope
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Since 1984, 
Habitat World has told stories of housing need — and of hope coming home.

For 25 years, 
the magazine has constructed its content with care — every photo a window to a world of 

possibility, every page a blank wall waiting to shelter the story of another Habitat family.

Readers like you 
have always responded with personal engagement and generous support of Habitat’s mission. 

Won’t you use the envelope inside today to further the fi ght for aff ordable housing?

Habitat W   rld

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

121 Habitat Street

Americus, GA 31709-3498

121 Habitat Street, Americus, GA 31709-3498



NONPROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

HABITAT FOR 

HUMANITY 

INTERNATIONAL

Since 1984, 
Habitat World has told stories of housing need — and of hope coming home.

For 25 years, 
the magazine has constructed its content with care — every photo a window to a world of 

possibility, every page a blank wall waiting to shelter the story of another Habitat family.

Readers like you 
have always responded with personal engagement and generous support of Habitat’s mission. 

Won’t you use the envelope inside today to further the fi ght for aff ordable housing?

Habitat W   rld

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

121 Habitat Street

Americus, GA 31709-3498

121 Habitat Street, Americus, GA 31709-3498


